
Founded in 1965, the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) is an association of over 10,000 cultural heritage 
professionals present in over 100 countries, working for the conservation and protection of monuments and sites. The only global 
non-government organisation of its kind, ICOMOS is officially recognized as an advisory body to UNESCO. On 14 May 2014, a 
National Committee for Singapore was officially sanctioned by the ICOMOS Executive Committee. ICOMOS Singapore consists 
of multidisciplinary heritage professionals who have for many years worked closely on government and non-government projects 
concerning Singapore’s heritage and historical sites and monuments. For more information, please visit www.icomos-sg.org

ICOMOS SINGAPORE 
HERITAGE LECTURE

Viewing Bukit Brown and Seh Ong Cemeteries from a Historical 
Geographic Information System (GIS) Perspective

DATE/TIME
14 January (Saturday), 
2.00–3.30 pm

VENUE
Online Zoom Platform

REGISTRATION
Admission to the lecture is free with 
registration at: 
https://Bukit_Brown_GIS.eventbrite.com

CO-ORGANISER
This event is co-organised by the 
Contemporary China Research Center, 
Hong Kong Shue Yan University

When the Bukit Brown Documentation Team undertook the 
documentation of about 4,000 graves at the Bukit Brown and 
Seh Ong cemeteries in 2011-12, GPS coordinates of the graves 
were also collected. This has allowed further analysis of the data 
through a GIS framework.

Using GIS visualization over specific time periods, this webinar will 
demonstrate how the Bukit Brown and Seh Ong cemeteries were 
populated over the late 19th century and the first half of the 20th 
century. The varying spatial-temporal patterns will also show some 
of the key differences between a clan association cemetery and a 
Chinese municipal cemetery. Finally, the webinar will explore some 
of the social and cultural implications of these patterns.

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Hui Yew-Foong is an anthropologist and Associate Professor at the Hong Kong 
Shue Yan University. He first embarked on the documentation of cemeteries 

in 2008, when he led a team of volunteers to document the now-exhumed Kwong 
Hou Sua Teochew Cemetery. In late 2011, he led another project to document 
the graves of the Bukit Brown and Seh Ong Cemeteries affected by an eight-lane 
highway to be built through the cemeteries. Besides deathscapes and heritage, 
his research interests include the Chinese minority in Southeast Asia, religion and 
politics, and regionalism in Indonesia. 

Feng Chen-Chieh is an Associate Professor at the Department of Geography 
and affiliates with the GIS Unit and the Tropical Environmental Change 

research group in the same department. He holds a MS from National Taiwan 
University and a PhD from SUNY-Buffalo, both in Geography. His research field 
is in geographic information systems and science, and their applications in 
environmental modelling, public health, digital humanities, urban transportation, 
and three-dimensional GIS. He is currently expanding his research interest 
in spatial ontology to multi-lingual applications through machine-learning 
approaches.


